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Introduction

This study, prepared for Seattle Southside Regional Tourism Authority (RTA), 
documents the economic impact of travel and tourism in Seattle Southside from 2015 
through 2022.

What are travel impacts?

Travel impacts are a 
comprehensive assessment of the 
economic impacts associated with 
travel activity within a region. 
Because travel encompasses many 
other activities (transportation, 
lodging, eating & drinking, 
recreational activities, etc.), it is 
necessary to make estimates for 
each of the composite elements in 
order to estimate travel impacts. 

Travel impacts can be used by 
decision-makers to benchmark the 
travel industry against other local 
industries, gain insight on the 
makeup of traveler activity in their 
region, and communicate the 
relevance of the traveler economy 
to stakeholders.

Spending, Employment, 
Earnings, and Taxes are the 

key metrics to measure the 
economic impacts of travel.

Purpose of the Report

Interpretation of Impact Estimates

There are several factors that should be considered when interpreting the travel impacts 
contained in this report: 

Ÿ The estimates in this report supersede those previously published.  

Ÿ All estimates reported for 2022 are preliminary (2022p).  Preliminary estimates are 
subject to revision as additional data becomes available.   

Ÿ The estimates in this report are expressed in current dollars. There is no adjustment for 
inflation.  

Ÿ The travel impacts in this report only represent the direct economic impacts. Direct 
economic impacts include only the spending by travelers and the employment generated 
by that spending. Secondary effects related to source materials purchased by tourism 
businesses and the induced spending of their employees are not included.

Ÿ The employment estimates in this report represent the total number of full and 
part-time jobs directly generated by travel spending, rather than the number of 
individuals employed. Both payroll and self-employment are included in these estimates. 
Because of this, the employment estimates within this report may not align with other 
employment data series.

 6The Economic Impact of Travel in Seattle Southside, WA / 2022p / Prepared by Dean Runyan Associates

https://www.deanrunyan.com


Seattle Southside / Summary

Travel Impacts 2022p

Located 15-minutes south of the Seattle metropolitan area, the Seattle 
Southside is a PNW destination offering unique experiences including 
local meaderies, The Museum of Flight, outdoor recreation, and 
shopping.

Ÿ Travel spending in Seattle Southside increased 41.3% from $633.9 
million in 2021 to $896.1 million in 2022. 

Ÿ  Direct travel-generated employment grew to 4,820 jobs, a 17.8% 
increase over 2021.

Ÿ  Direct travel-generated earnings increased to $281.8 million, a gain of 
28% compared to 2021. 

Ÿ  Tax receipts generated by travel spending increased to $119.4 million, 
up 33.1% compared to 2021.

Ÿ  Overall, travel spending in Seattle Southside contributes $1,824 per 
resident household in local tax receipts.

Travel spending in Seattle Southside grew 
to $896.1 million in 2022, an increase of 
41.3%.

Note: Current year estimates are preliminary and subject to change as new 
source data becomes available.

Photo: Seattle Southside RTA
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Seattle Southside / Travel Impacts
Summary of Direct Travel Impacts 2015-2022p

Avg.Annual % Chg.

2018 2019 2020 2021 2021-22 2020-222022201720162015

Spending ($Millions)

770.3 787.9 363.6 633.9  41.3%Total (Current $) p  57.0%p896.1721.2690.5665.0

8.4 8.4 5.6 8.8  42.1%  Other p  48.8%p12.57.36.26.5

761.9 779.5 357.9 625.2  41.3%  Visitor p  57.1%p883.6713.9684.3658.5

634.7 649.9 295.8 491.7  43.2%    Non-transportation p  54.3%p704.2595.4572.1548.7

127.3 129.6 62.1 133.4  34.4%    Transportation p  69.9%p179.4118.4112.3109.8

Earnings ($Millions)

230.0 240.3 157.3 220.1  28.0%Earnings (Current $) p  33.8%p281.8211.8203.2194.7

Employment (Jobs)

5,120 5,110 3,210 4,090  17.8%Employment p  22.5%p4,8204,9504,9104,870

Tax Revenue ($Millions)

99.6 100.5 51.1 89.7  33.1%Total (Current $) p  52.9%p119.495.192.487.6

47.6 47.8 23.7 42.2  34.7%Local Tax Receipts p  54.8%p56.945.644.442.2

52.0 52.7 27.3 47.4  31.8%State Tax Receipts p  51.2%p62.549.548.045.5

Note: Details may not add to totals due to rounding. Percent change calculated on unrounded figures.
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Seattle Southside / Travel Impacts
Detailed Direct Travel Impacts 2015-2022p

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2021-2022201720162015

Travel Industry Earnings ($Million)

175.9 184.9 107.6 144.5 190.3Accom. & Food Serv.  31.7%p161.6154.3147.1

20.7 21.2 19.2 28.1 38.3Arts, Ent. & Rec.  36.2%p19.919.418.9

12.8 13.1 9.6 14.7 9.4Retail** -36.0%q11.811.611.5

20.4 20.9 20.8 32.5 43.4Ground Tran.  33.4%p18.417.817.1

0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3Other Travel*  46.6%p0.20.10.2

TOTAL  230.0  240.3  157.3  220.1  281.8  28.0%p 211.8 203.2 194.7

Travel Industry Employment (Jobs)

3,870 3,870 2,280 2,810 3,340Accom. & Food Serv.  19.0%p3,7203,6703,620

470 460 390 550 670Arts, Ent. & Rec.  21.7%p450460460

250 250 150 220 160Retail** -27.0%q250250260

530 530 380 510 640Ground Tran.  26.5%p520520520

10 10 10 10 10Other Travel*  36.6%p101010

TOTAL  5,120  5,110  3,210  4,090  4,820  17.8%p 4,950 4,910 4,870

Tax Receipts Generated by Travel Spending ($Million)

47.6 47.8 23.7 42.2 56.9Local Tax Receipts  34.7%p45.644.442.2

52.0 52.7 27.3 47.4 62.5State Tax Receipts  31.8%p49.548.045.5

TOTAL  99.6  100.5  51.1  89.7  119.4  33.1%p 95.1 92.4 87.6

Note: Details may not add to totals due to rounding. Percent change calculated on unrounded figures.
*Other Travel includes travel arrangement services.
**Retail includes gasoline.
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Seattle Southside / Visitor Spending
Visitor Spending by Accommodation Type 

$825M

$23M

$1M

$2M

$34M

$576M

$21M

$1M

$1M

$26M

Hotel, Motel, STVR

Private Home

2nd Home

Campground

Day Travel

Visitor Spending ($Millions)

Visitors who stay in a Hotel, Motel, or Short 
Term Vacation Rental (STVR) spent a 
combined $825 million in 2022, an 
increase of 43.2%.

2022 2021

Sources: Washington Department of Revenue, AirDNA, Dean Runyan Associates, Omnitrak Group, STR.
Note: Private Home represents visitors staying with friends or family. (Glossary on page 17)

Visitor Spending by Commodity Purchased 

$286M

$46M

$273M

$22M

$179M

$77M

$172M

$36M

$208M

$17M

$133M

$59M

Accommodations

Arts, Ent. & Rec.

Food Service

Food Stores

Local Tran. & Gas

Retail Sales

Visitor Spending ($Millions)

Spending on Accommodations grew to 
$286 million in 2022, an increase of 66.3% 
compared to 2021.  

2022 2021

Sources: Washington Department of Revenue, Dean Runyan Associates, Census Bureau, Energy 
Information Administration, Omnitrak Group
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Seattle Southside / Visitor Spending
Direct Travel Spending 2015-2022p

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2020-2021201720162015

Direct Travel Spending ($Million)

761.9 779.5 357.9 625.2 883.6Destination Spending  41.3%p713.9684.3658.5

8.4 8.4 5.6 8.8 12.5Other Travel*  42.1%p7.36.26.5

TOTAL  770.3  787.9  363.6  633.9  896.1  41.3%p 721.2 690.5 665.0

Visitor Spending by Type of Traveler Accommodation ($Million)

714.2 730.4 321.8 576.4 824.9Hotel, Motel, STVR**  43.1%p668.7640.6615.9

18.2 18.7 18.7 20.8 22.7Private Home  9.0%p17.316.816.3

1.5 1.5 0.9 1.4 1.6Campground  11.7%p1.51.41.4

0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.62nd Home  10.5%p0.50.50.4

27.5 28.4 16.0 25.9 33.8Day Travel  30.4%p25.925.024.4

TOTAL  761.9  779.5  357.9  625.2  883.6  41.3%p 713.9 684.3 658.5

Visitor Spending by Commodity Purchased ($Million)

294.9 295.9 106.1 171.8 285.7Accommodations  66.3%p275.7262.8250.1

216.6 228.0 122.7 207.9 272.9Food Service  31.2%p201.7192.7183.8

17.8 18.3 10.3 16.7 22.5Food Stores  34.2%p17.017.017.0

127.3 129.6 62.1 133.4 179.4Local Tran. & Gas  34.4%p118.4112.3109.8

40.9 41.9 22.4 36.4 45.9Arts, Ent. & Rec.  26.2%p39.038.037.0

64.4 65.8 34.4 58.8 77.2Retail Sales  31.3%p62.061.560.8

TOTAL  761.9  779.5  357.9  625.2  883.6  41.3%p 713.9 684.3 658.5

Note: Details may not add to totals due to rounding. Percent change calculated on unrounded figures.
*Other Travel includes travel arrangment services and transportation spending for visitors leaving Seattle Southside.
**Short Term Vacation Rental (STVR)
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Seattle Southside / Direct Employment
Travel Industry Employment

3.34K

0.67K

0.64K

0.01K

0.16K

2.81K

0.55K

0.51K

0.01K

0.22K

Accom. & Food Serv.

Arts, Ent. & Rec.

Ground Tran.

Other Travel*

Retail**

Number of Jobs

20212022

Travel spending in Seattle Southside generated 4,820 jobs 
in 2022. Overall, travel industry employment grew by 17.8%.

Sources: Dean Runyan Associates, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Bureau of Economic Analysis

*Other Travel includes travel arrangment services
**Retail includes gasoline station employment.

Photo: Seattle Southside RTA
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Seattle Southside / Travel Activity Trends
U.S. Air Carriers Visitor Arrivals
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The number of visitor air arrivals was just 
over 6.7 million in 2022, a 30% increase 
compared to 2021.  Visitor air arrivals 
were still 9% below the pre-pandemic 
high of 7.4 million air arrivals in 2019. 

Sources: Bureau of Transportation Statistics, Dean Runyan Associates
Note: Air arrivals to the Seattle-Tacoma International Airport (SEA)

Overnight Visitor Volume 

Overnight visitor volume was 
approximately 4.6 million person-trips in 
2022, a 20% increase compared to 
2021.
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Sources: Seattle Southside RTA, NPS, Census Bureau, AirDNA Dean Runyan Associates
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The overnight visitor volumes 
reported for Seattle Southside are 
estimated by cross-referencing 
visitor surveys and lodging data. 
Because of this, these estimates 
will differ from estimates produced 
using methodologies that rely 
solely on visitor surveys. 

Visitor Spending is a more reliable 
metric to Visitor Volume in 
accounting for changes in the 
travel industry, as it is more 
closely tied to economic data and 
lessens the variability from visitor 
surveys. Day travel estimates are 
not included because of data 
limitations. 

Seattle Southside / Overnight Visitor Details
Overnight Visitor Volume and Average Spending

Average Expenditure for Overnight Visitors, 2022p

Trip Day Trip

Length 
of StayDay

Party 
Size

Person Party

$208Hotel, Motel, STVR* $489 $440 $1,042  2.1  2.4
$39Private Home $143 $88 $319  2.2  3.6
$66Other Overnight $191 $173 $500  2.6  2.9
$186  All Overnight $457 $395 $980  2.1  2.5

Overnight Visitor Volume, 2020-2022p

Hotel, Motel, STVR 
share of overnight 
person-trips

91%

2020 2021 2022 2020 2021 2022

Person-Trips Party-Trips

 770,100  1,363,900  1,688,500  345,700  642,200  791,400Hotel, Motel, STVR*

 149,600  157,500  158,400  67,300  70,800  71,200Private Home

 8,700  11,300  11,400  3,400  4,300  4,400Other Overnight

Overnight Volume  928,400  1,532,800  1,858,400  416,300  717,300  867,000

2020 2021 2022 2020 2021 2022

Person-Nights Party-Nights

 1,804,700  3,196,500  3,957,300  815,400  1,523,800  1,876,800Hotel, Motel, STVR*

 544,900  573,800  577,100  245,000  258,000  259,500Private Home

 25,100  32,600  32,900  9,800  12,500  12,600Other Overnight

Overnight Volume  2,374,700  3,802,900  4,567,300  1,070,100  1,794,200  2,148,900
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The lodging sales reported in this section are estimated 
using lodging tax and sales tax data from the Washington 
Department of Revenue, as well as zip code county 
business pattern data from the U.S. Census Bureau. 

The city of SeaTac had the highest lodging sales among 
the three cities that make up Seattle Southside. In 2022, 
SeaTac lodging sales totaled $203 million which was 67% 
of Seattle Southside's taxable lodging sales.

Seattle Southside / Community Impacts

3% 67% 30%

Des Moines Seatac Tukwila

% of Total Lodging Sales, 2022
Seattle Southside

$9M

$203M

$90M

Des Moines Seatac Tukwila

Lodging Sales, 2022
Seattle Southside

Lodging Sales
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Seattle Southside / Community Impacts

Des Moines 7.9%
SeaTac 37.9%
Tukwila 54.1%

Total: 100.0%

Share of Travel Spending
Visitors do not necessarily recognize 
geographic boundaries and may visit 
multiple places during their stay, 
because of this, the economic 
impacts should be interpreted as 
approximate estimates.

The travel impact estimates for each 
community in Seattle Southside are 
reported below. The City of Tukwila 
has the highest share of impact at 
54.1%. SeaTac has the second 
largest share at 37.9%.

Place Employ.Spending Earnings
Local 

Tax
State 

Tax
Total 

Tax

    Des Moines  410$71.0 $24.0 $11.0 $12.0 $23.0
    SeaTac  1,810$340.0 $104.0 $53.0 $58.0 $111.0
    Tukwila  2,610$485.0 $154.0 $76.0 $83.0 $159.0
      Seattle Southside  4,820$896.0 $282.0 $140.0 $154.0 $294.0

Note: Dollar figures represented in millions. The cities of SeaTac, Tukwila, and Des Moines make up Seattle Southside

Impacts
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Glossary

Term Definition
Hotel, Motel Accommodation types that house transient lodging activity.

Private Home Unpaid overnight accommodations used to host visiting friends and family overnight.

Other Overnight Combination of other overnight visitors who stay in campgrounds or 2nd homes.

Day Travel Greater than 50 miles traveled non-routine to the destination.

Visitor Spending Direct spending made by visitors in a destination.

Other Travel Spending by residents on travel arrangement services, convention/trade shows, and a 
portion of ground transportation to visit other destinations.

Direct Spending Expenditures made by consumers, combination of Visitor Spending and Other Spending.

Direct Earnings Total after-tax net income from travel. It includes wage and salary disbursements, proprietor 
income, and other earned income or benefits.

Direct Employment Employment generated by direct spending; includes full time, part time, seasonal, and 
proprietors.

Local Taxes City and county taxes generated by travel spending.

State Taxes State taxes generated by travel spending.

Destination Spending Interchangeable with Visitor Spending. Direct spending made by visitors in a destination.

STVR Short Term Vacation Rental, private and semi-private lodging rented by owners or property 
management companies (e.g. Airbnb, VRBO).

2nd Home Homes under private ownership for personal use as a seasonal property where a lodging 
tax is not collected. Only includes spending during trip.
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Methodology

Travel Impacts Methodology

The direct travel impacts reported in this analysis were estimated using DRA’s Regional Travel Impact Model (RTIM). First 
developed in 1985, this model estimates direct impacts at a local level without relying on annual survey research. The “bottom 
up” approach of the RTIM involves modeling of private and public data at the county level, ensuring that the final findings 
correspond closely with the various travel indicators available for each respective county. Results are then aggregated to regions 
and the state or disaggregated to the city level based on relevant indicators at these geographic levels. The result is a detailed 
profile of taxes, employment, wages, and spending that can be tracked consistently over time.

The economic impact associated with day visitors and overnight visitors is a primary breakout included in this report. Lodging tax 
data and survey data on visitor expenditures inform estimates of total spending associated with overnight visitors who stay in 
commercial lodging in the studied region. DRA maintains its our own expenditure distribution database for each state we work 
in, with input from multiple major survey providers. Inventory of campgrounds are collected for commercial and public sites, and 
occupancy is modeled based on a representative subset of sites. Sales attributable to travelers staying in their second homes 
are calculated from inventories from the US Census and public information on average utilization rates. Visitation of friends and 
relatives (VFR) is generally stable across time and geography, the primary driver for a destination being the local resident 
population. Estimates of visitor spending related to day travel can be driven by several factors, including proximity to nearby 
populous areas, opportunities for recreation and shopping, and inventory of lodging options compared to surrounding areas. 
Baseline estimates for day visitation are calculated as a factor of overnight visitation, the factor being derived from regional 
results of national visitor profile data. 

Spending on travel-related activities translates into jobs, earnings, and taxes. Calculation of these direct impacts relies on public 
data on jobs, wages, and business receipts by industry for each geographical area. State and local taxes on travel-related 
business also factor into triangulating direct travel impacts.

Findings in this report have been compared to various public and private data sources to ensure that the economic impacts 
estimates are as accurate as possible. Key private data sources used for purposes of this analysis include STR, KeyData, 
AirDNA, and OmniTrak. Public data sources include the US Census, Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA), Bureau of Labor 
Statistics (BLS), Energy Information Administration (EIA), Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS), and Washington 
Department of Revenue (DOR).
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